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Lesson 10.—Growth Through Useful Work. 
Colossians 3:2, 24; 1 Thessalonians 4:10b, 
11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13. 
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Evening Meditation 
By Mildred Morrow 


E COME to Thee in prayer, O Lord, 
Before we go to rest, ‘ 
To thank Thee for the many ways 
In which this day's been blest. 


For all Thy tender, loving care, 
For every need supplied; 

That things which we, in weakness, asked, 
Thy wisdom hath denied. 


Our souls have feasted on Thy Word, 
Our bodies, too, were fed; 

And every step our feet have trod, 
Thy watchful eye has led. 


Se many blessings Thou hast sent, 
We cannot name them all; 

Lord, make us truly thankful for 
Each blessing, large and small. 





Editor’s Note: In last week’s issue there 
was a “Morning Prayer” by the same author. 


" 
Beware of Being a Castaway 


It is terribly possible for a saint to 
fall into grave sin. There are pitiful 
examples of this awful truth today, 
which should be a soul-shaking warn- 
ing to every Christian who knows of 
them. If someone asks, “Why did it 
happen?” there is no one answer that 
explains all. There may have been a 
sudden temptation and fall, which led 
to discouragement, then despair, then to 
further sin. It will.generally be found 
that a professing Christian who is liv- 
ing in sin has given up his personal 
daily prayer and Bible study. Some are 


trapped through pride, others through 
an iron resistance of God’s will at some 
point. The old nature in a Christian is 
not dead, he is never beyond the pos- 
sibility of sinning as long as he is in this 
life, and believers are exhorted to watch- 
fulness in the Spirit. Dr, Charles G. 
Trumbull, former Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Tres, who fought a good fight, 
kept the faith, and finished his course 
with joy, once said to the present Editor 
that there seems to be only a short dis- 
tance between great spirituality and 
bestiality. Dr. Griffith Thomas observed 
that those Christian workers who were 
careful to keep up their daily devotions, 
praying regularly and reading the Bible 
for their own heart’s good, were not the 
ones who usually made shipwreck of the 
faith; that the converse is true, that 
those who, through sin, have to be laid 
aside are those who have given up their 
daily devotions, There seems to be a 
very close connection between immor- 
ality and being a castaway. Most Bible 


students know that when Paul used the 
term, he was not speaking of the loss 
of one’s salvation, but rather of useful- 
ness in service. He did not fear being 
eternally lost, for he was safe in Christ; 
but he dreaded the thought of being 
“laid on the shelf.” He wrote: “But I 
keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27). The 
implication is that sins of the flesh, 
which are not glossed over in Scripture 
and which are too well known to need 
mentioning, can completely ruin a man’s 
testimony and cut short his usefulness. 
What Christian workers need to re- 
member is that sin in any form has a 
hardening effect on the heart. “Take 
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of 
you an evil heart of unbelief, in depart- 
ing from the living God. But exhort 
one another daily, while it-is called Te 
day; lest any of you be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb, 3:12, 13). 


ff ? . 
Life’s Compensations. 
A sermon by the late Rev. Dr. J. Stuart Holden 


To complaint that God’s ways are 
not equal is modern as well as 
ancient. Israel has certainly no 
monopoly of it, for there are many pro- 
fessing Christians who would hesitate if 
challenged before ascribing “fairness” as 
an outstanding feature of the character 
of God, particularly when it is revealed 
in the providential ordering of indi- 
vidual lives. They think of His wisdom, 
and of the purpose lying behind His 
disposal of the.fortunes of those whose 
lives are committed to Him, as being 
inscrutable. They are assured that “he 
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Comfort for Dark Days 


“The ‘Lord is my strength and 
song, and he is become my salva- 
tion: he is my God, and I will 
prepare him an habitation; my 
father’s God, and I will exalt him” 
(Exod, 15:2). 











hath done all things well,” but they feel 
it is best to leave it at that, that things 
cannot be altered because they try to 
investigate them; and they fear it may 
be difficult to maintain love and obe- 
dience, if the thought of God’s uneven 
(as it seems to them) holding of life’s 
balances should become anything like a 
reasoned conviction. So they try to 
accept by faith what they cannot endorse 
by reason, and to wait until that day 
when the hidden things, now wrapped in 
darkness, shall be revealed in light. 
There is no denying that the evident 
inequalities of life form a searching 
challenge to faith. Why, for instance, 
should one man be rich, and another 
poor? Why should one be uniformly 
prosperous, and another, no less worthy, 
be always in some measure of distress? 
Why should one possess good health, and 
another, for no apparent reason, be 
limited by irremovable disability? Why 
should one man have ten talents, an- 
other only two, and another but one? 
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It is perplexing to look out upon crip- 
pling poverty, congenital disease, hard 
circumStances that make for the frus- 
tration of life, even though we realize 
that it is often human sin that is the 
cause of a great deal of suffering. 

There is an immense amount of active 
evil in the world that God could pre- 
vent, only by robbing men‘ and women 
of their power of free will. There is 
much for which God is blamed by 
thoughtless people with which He has 
nothing to do. The exploiting selfish- 
ness of man must not be misrepresented 
as being the injustice of God. There 
are many. things in the world that ought 
not to be. -Only the confidence that the 
present order of things is not final, but 
is, indeed, only transitory, warrants any- 
thing like. Christian acquiescence in its 
eontinuance. But the fact should be 
brought home to our sorely tried hearts 
that God is not to. be judged from a 
mere superficial reading of events; that 
there is a process of compensation going 
on in every phase of life; that human 
life is always finely equalized; that in 
our individual concerns there is a wise 
and fair balancing of things; that until 
we have all the evidence we must re- 
frain from passing an adverse verdict 
on the ways of God, which, whether 
we express it openly or keep it to our- 
selves, cannot but fail to recoil upon 
ourselves. 

It is a vital part of God’s all-wise 
and all-loving method of guiding and 
controlling life to its highest end, that 
He sets one thing over against another. 
To lose sight of this important truth be- 
cause of our impatience, or resentment, 
is to find ourselves walking in darkness, 
not knowing whither we are going, stum- 
bling to our own hurt, and to the hurt 
of others also. How often does God call 
His people to “consider”; to use their 
minds, to avoid superficial judgments 
and false conclusions. God knows that 
there are some things which must ap- 
pear unalterably rigid to His people, 
that there are things that do not har- 
* monize with their own conception of 
what is straight. But God is ever seek- 
ing to assure His people that there are 
compensations, which are none the less 
real because sometimes they are invisible 
and indiscernible. Even in the darkest 
life there is some light; and in the hap- 
piest some shadow. Even in the poorest 
life there is some treasure; and in the 
most richly freighted there are unsus- 
pected cares and trials. If no day is 
without cloud, neither is it without sun- 
light. If no life is without tears, no 
life is without laughter. If no human 
experience is altogether sweet, neither 
is it altogether bitter. Life judged from 
appearances*may seem to be incomplete 
and haphazard, but there are always 
compensations. And so God bids His 
people “consider.” They will go astray 
in their thoughts of Him, which is but 
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the prelude of their going astray in their 
conduct, if they do not. : 

What a great wealth of data we have, 
beginning at the first pdge of the Bible, 
where over against the sentence of exile 
from the Garden of Eden is set the prom- 
ise of the Messiah; and ending with the 
gift of insight and inspiration set over 
against the isolation and hardship of a 
penal settlement in Patmos. One: might 
think of the experience of Paul in this 
very respect. He had a thorn in the 
flesh, something sharp and painful, that 
incommoded him, and robbed him of 
anything like serenity and peace, which 
vexed him beyond endurance, and hin- 
dered him from carrying out his work 
effectively. There was only one thing 
to do about it: it must be got rid of 
somehow. He prayed that God would 
remove it. What response did God 
make to his petition? Paul had to learn 
that there is compensating grace: and he 
actually did learn it, for did he not say, 
“Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:9). 
... No pain—no power. No enfeebling 
grief—no efnobling grace. No vexation 
—no vital consciousness of God’s full- 
ness. . . . He came to the place where 
he was able to say that “the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed” (Rom. 8:18). 


As you think of the apostle, think of 
your own life. Think, for instance, that 
over against mediocrity, the entrustment 
of only two talents, or, perhaps, only 
one, is set your freedom from the temp- 
tation of genius to run riot with the 
commandments of God. eThat over 
against an ordinary, commenplace life 
is set your immunity from the deadly 
perils of easy success, of possessions, and 
of power; over against it is set the com- 
mon, but so sweet joys of friendship, 
and the simple pleasures of home. And 
over against adversity and poverty, there 
is set the eternal advantage of having 
to work with its rich corollary—the op- 
portunity for character development. 
There is a poverty of the so-called easy 
life which is more to be feared, and fled 
from, than the direst want, with its in- 
sistent summons to be up and doing. If 
the modern philosopher is right when 
he says that we lose something with 
everything we gain, then, too, the in- 
version of that dictum ‘is incontestably 
true to anyone who knows anything at 
all of the true nature of life—that we 
gain something with everything that we 
lose. And over against temptation, too, 
there are set in array, awaiting the com- 
mand of our aroused. sense of need, the 
unseen hosts of the heavenly country, 
ready to reinforce our own moral hero- 
ism, to turn the tide of battle into the 
glory of the Lord's victory. Round 
about the donely mountains of our life 
are the invisible horsemen and chariots 
of fire. And over against our challeng- 
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ing, inescapable duty, in the private and 
public spheres of life alike, with an un- 
easy sense of our own inadequacy, con- 
fronted as we are with the task of trans- 
lating our faith \into active Christian 
service, see how God has set the assur- 
ance of His imparted strength. And you 
would never have been conscious of it 
had not your inability to meet your ob- 
ligations, to sustain your motives and 


(Continued on page 693) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


When Almost in Despair 


I have been greatly troubled for 
some time over the fact it did not seem 
that I have faith as I once did. Through 
the years I thought I had faith, then 
I came to the conclusion that I had 
made a “saviour” of my faith rather 
than look for a Person, faith in Him, 
and now it seems ds if I do not trust 
or believe in Him as I should-and the 
thought slays me. I abhor myself. 

I am praying, I am reading the Bible. 
What else can I do? If you can sug- 
gest anything that you think that 
would be of help to me, I’d be so glad. 
Do you think that God still loves me, 
and I'll be restored to faith, or have’ it, 
if I continue to pray, whether I ever 
did or not? I know I cannot save my- 
Self, but shouldn’t I continue to beg 
Him for faith? 

if there be anything you could say 
that you think would help me see 
things more clearly, if only a word, 
I'd be so grateful—A North Carolina 
reader. 

This letter was received some time 
ago, and the Editor replied immediately 
as follows: 

“Your experience is not, I think, so 
uncommon as you might suppose. I be- 
lieve a great many conscientious, sin- 
cere Christians do have severe tempta- 
tions along the lines of their faith, for 
Satan will do everything he can to turn 
our eyes away from the Lord and His 
Word and in upon ourselves. As far as 
I can judge from your letter, you seem 
to be too much concerned over the mat- 
ter of your own faith. This is not a 
Separate thing which any one of us pos- 
sesses, but rather the channel through 
which we receive God’s blessing by be- 
lieving His Word. The best way to 
strengthen it is to read His Word, ask- 
ing Him to apply it to our hearts, for 
‘faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God’ (Rom. 10:17). 

“In times of spiritual difficulty, I have 
found great help and comfort in sitting 
down quietly and reading one Psalm 
after another, sometimes for an hour or 
more at a time. Perhaps you have tried 
this plan, but if not I would recommend 
it. David and the other Psalmists passed 
through practically all of the spiritual 
experiences which we have, and I be- 


(Continued on page 693) 
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BAYLOR UNIVERSITY: LIGRARIB3 


The Beauty of the Local Church 


Blessings that come from worshiping 


regularly with other believers 


Is there no place of refreshing 

where a man can prepare for the 
battle of life? Is there no place where 
two or three can gather in Jesus’ name, 
to forget for the moment all those things 
that divide nation from nation, and race 
from race, to forget human pride, to 
forget the passions of war, to forget the 
puzzling problems of industrial strife, 
and to unite in overflowing gratitude at 
the foot of the Cross? If there be such 
a place, then that is the house of God 
and that the gate of Heaven. And from 
under the threshold of that house will 
go forth a river that will revive the 
weary world.” With these searching 
words the late J. Gresham Machen ended 


“T* THERE no refuge from strife? 


his excellent book, “Christianity and 


Liberalism.” 1 

Local churches are given a prominent 
place in the New Testament. Nine of 
the New Testament books are | letters 
addressed to churches; our Lord in Reve- 
lation 2 and 3 addresses seven churches 
in Asia; much of the divinely recorded 
labors of God’s servants was in connec- 
tion ‘with local churches; large portions 
of revelation deal with the order and 
functions of the churches. While de- 
crying an ardent ecclesiasticism which 
is often like sectarian propagandism, so 
unlike the love and simplicity of the 
heavenly Gospel, we believe it to be the 
revealed will of God that, in so far as 
is possible, every Christian should be 
in fellowship with a local church in 
whose midst the Word of God is faith- 
fully preached and the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper main- 
tained. We dare not presume to tell 
others what local church they should 
be in; the Holy Spirit will lead every 
yielded Christian to the place of God’s 
choosing. We had a dear friend, an 
eminent student of the Holy Scriptures, 
the late Charles F. Hogg, who said, “Not 
those who appeal to their soundness in 
doctrine, or carefulness in following the 
Scriptural order, however desirable these 
may be, but those who ‘walk worthily 
. . . with all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one an- 
other in love,’ bear the marks of a true 
church of God.” 

The Lord Jesus must have enjoyed the 
hours He spent in the hills and moun- 
tains of Galilee and Judea, for in the 
story of His life we find a number of 
beautiful mountain scenes. These scenes 
suggest truths concerning the local 
church. 





1Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $2.50. 


Mr. Hunter is an independent mis- 
sionary in Tokyo, Japan, who was 
commended to the field by the 
Assemblies (Brethren). Those who 
read Dr. E. Schuyler English’s little 
paper, The Pilgrim, are familiar with 
Mr. Hunter’s name, for it appears there 
regularly as one of the half dozen 
missionaries to whom support comes 
through The Pilgrim Fellowship, Inc. 
Mr. Hunter is in touch with mission- 
aries serving under several of the 
sound, evangelical boards. “We have 
the pleasure of reading The Sunday 
School Times each week,” he writes, 
“and there is always something to 
build us up in the faith or to cause 
prayer for someone or some thing.” 





A PLace or FELLOWSHIP 


“And Jesus went up into a mountain, 
and there he sat with his disciples” 
(John 6:3; see Mark 3:13). Our Lord 
loved to fellowship with His disciples,, 
and for this purpose He usually resorted 
to,a quiet place in the hills away from 
the crowds and noises of the cities and 
towns. 

A church is a group of believers sep- 
arated from the world unto the Lord 
Jgsus Christ. Whenever Christians gather 
together in His name, He is in the midst 
(Matt. 18:20). There the Holy Spirit re- 
veals all the worthiness and loveliness 
of the Son and through Him the blessed 
Father is manifested to us. What a-fel- 
lowship! In this way not only com- 
munion with the Triune God is enjoyed, 
but also fellowship with one another. 
We have .known of believers in China 
who have walked many miles through 
fair weather and foul in order to meet 
with the Lord and His people. They 
soon learned by experience that the re- 
ward which was theirs at the end of 
the journey more than repaid the effort. 
Church fellowship may be expressed in 
many ways: for example, in united 
prayer, and in faithful service both to 
believers. and to those still in need of 
the Gospel. When the Communists 
swept into China, a beloved pastor of 
a large church in Peiging felt led of God 
to remain behind the Iron Curtain in 
order to share with his brothers and 
sisters in the Lord the fellowship of 
Christ's sufferings. Fellowship in suffer- 
ing makes Christ a reality, makes our 
fellow believers precious to us, and@gives 
Christian grace that our brotherly love 
may be “in deed and in truth.” One oc- 
casion that, affords sweet fellowship is 
the observance of the Lord’s Supper. 
John Calvin advocated that the local 
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church meet “at least once in every 
week” for this purpose. ° 


A PLAce oF REVELATION 

“After six days Jesus taketh Peter, 
James, and John . into an high 
mountain apart, and was transfigured 
before them, and his face did shine as 
the sun” (Matt. 17:1, 2). A high moun- 
tain is a place of beauty, From our 
Tokyo home we can see snow-capped 
Mt. Fuji, especially beautiful at sundown, 
We recall the grandeur of the view seen 
from the top of Pai Hua Shan (“One 
Hundred Flower Mountain”), the highest 
peak in Northeast China, On the Mount 
of Transfiguration the three favored dis- 
ciples beheld the magnificence of the 


. handiwork of God in His beautiful crea- 


tion, but as the brightest stars fade 
when the morning sun arises, so did the 
glories of nature disappear when the 
brightness and majesty of Christ, the 
eternal God, were revealed to them. To- 
day the beauty of Christ is revealed 
at meetings held by the local church. 
Whenever we meet with God’s people 
we may expect that the splendor and 
majesty of our adorable Saviour will 
be displayed. Divine truth in all its 
aspects dawns upon the hearts of be- 
lievers, becoming clearer to the renewed 
mind, and strangely yet surely trans- 
forming the exercised believer into the 
moral likeness of Christ. These blessed 
revelations, though new to the individ- 
ual Christian, are old, for they are all 
contained in the Word of God, and 
opened to hearts by the Holy Spirit 
through those who are walking with 
God. Is your church like a mountain 
peak of beauty? Does the loveliness of 
Christ fill the hearts of worshipers? Is 
He the attraction, or is’it merely a form 
or a tradition that holds the group to- 
gether? 
A PLAce oF WorsHIP 

“And when he was come nigh, even 
now at the descent of the mount of 
Olives, the whole multitude of the dis- 
ciples began to rejoice and praise God 
with a loud voice” (Luke 19:37; see also 
Luke 24:50-52). God rejoices to see His 
children busily serving Him, but He de- 
lights also in their worship. As individ- 
ual believers we may worship at any 
time and in any place, “for we are the 
circumcision, which worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh” (Phil. 
3:3). When we gather together with 
other believers, we glorify the Lord in 
united worship, which is an important 
function of a local church (Heb. 13:15). 
One of the fundamental elements of wor- 
ship is a reverential esteem of the maj- 
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esty of God. Do we sufficiently realize. 
the holiness, power, and greatness of 
God? Psalm 130:4 has been well trans- 
lated, “With thee is forgiveness, that 
thou mayest be reverentially worship- 
ped.” We rejoice in the fact that God 
is ever near and ever watchful, sustain- 
ing.to His people the relation of a lov- 
ing Father. Nevertheless, we should not 

forgetful of His infinite majesty, and 


there can be no depth in worship unless * 


there is a deeply felt reverence toward 
God. Worship, when expressed by sing- 
ing hymns that extol God and Christ, 
is called praise. We also worship as we 
pour forth silently or audibly the adora- 
tion and homage of our hearts to God. 
At meetings held in the apostolic days 
the Holy Spirit prompted a number of 
Christians to lead the congregation of 
the saints in worship; nevertheless all 
would worship God silently, because all 
Christians are priests and have the right 
to enter into the immediate presence of 
God. So in our time the language of 
the heart may be unheard by man, but 
understood and appreciated by the Lord 
who, after all, is even more interested 
in the meditations of our hearts than in 
the words that we speak. 


A Pace or TEACHING 


Two of the most familiar discourses 
of the Lord Jesus, the Sermon on the 
Mount and the Olivet Discourse, were 
delivered when He was on a mountain 
(Matt. 5:1, 2; 24:3). The laws of the 
Kingdom of God, which are to be obeyed 
by Christians in this age as well as by 
those who will be on the earth when 
Christ reigns, are contained in the for- 
mer; the earthly conditions which will 
precede His return to the world in great 
power and glory constitute the pro- 


* phetic message of the latter. We gather 


from. our Biblical studies that in the 
_New Testament times the place of Chris- 
tian teaching was usually the .church. 
Yet it must be remembered that teach- 
ing in the apostolic days was by no 
means confined to the church. Much of 
it was done by correspondence: for ex- 
ample, through the letters that appear 
in the New Testament. Timothy was 
taught by a godly mother and by an 
equally godly grandmother. The elo- 
quent Apollos gained much of his knowl- 
edge in the home of Aquila and Pris- 
cilla. Paul taught people daily for two 
years “in the school of one Tyrannus.” 
The Book of Acts ends with the signifi- 
cant words, “And Paul dwelt two whole 
years in his own hired house, and re- 
ceived all that came in unto him... 
teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, 
no man forbidding him.” 

God still leads His servants in vari- 
ous ways. Some missionaries are teach- 
ing in their homes; Christian magazines 
are tried and proved mediums of teach- 
ing; some of the most able Christian 
teachefs of our time are teaching young 
people in colleges, seminaries, and Bible 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


schools “with all confidence.” We should 
thank God for every faithful teacher in 
every place; yet the fact remains that, 
in the ministry of the local church, teach- 
ing has an important place. Today the 
strong, influential “Little Flock” Chinese 
assemblies in Formosa, Hong Kong, and 
Manila illustrate the value of such teach- 
ing. Among truly Spirit-appointed 
teachers of our acquaintance are law- 
yers, blacksmiths, doctors, farmers, 
schoolteachers, mechanics, bankers, and 
clerks. Only a few months ago, one of 
our Chinese Bible classes had the priv- 
ilege of being taught precious truth from 
Ephesians 2 by Lieut. General W. K: 
Harrison, Jr;, who was then Chief of Staff 
here in the United States Far East Com- 
mand, and who is also an able teacher of 
the Word of God. Truths pertaining to 
the daily life of a Christian, as well as 
the great doctrines of the Faith, may be 
learned at the feet of godly teachers, 


A PLACE OF PRAYER 


“And when he had sent the multitudes 
away, he went up into a mountain apart 
to pray” (Matt. 14:23). “And it came 
to pass in those days, that he went out 
into a mountain to pray, and continued 
all night in prdyer to God” (Luke 6:12). 
-These two passages show that God’s per- 
fect Servant, the Lord Jesus, was a de- 
pendent man of prayer. Knowing the 
value of quietness in prayer, He often 
withdrew to a serene spot on a moun- 
tain. The building in which Christians 
meet should be a place of quietness like 
those sacred mountain places where 
Christ knelt in prayer. Is your_congre- 
gation a praying people, and is yeur 
meetinghouse, regardless of style or size, 
a true sanctuary—a place where sdints 
meet with God? Spiritually prosperous 
is the church where all believers come 
together for seasons of united prayer. 
Constant, fervent prayer under the con- 
trol of the Holy Spirit results in the sal- 
vation of souls and the edification of 
other Christians; but a prayerless church 
is a powerless one. If normally there 
is much prayer in a local church, how 
great will be the volume of prayer at 
a time of crisis! By means of prayer, 
Christians may unitedly ‘worship God, 
render heartfelt thanks to Him, make 
their requests known to Him, and pre- 
sent to Him the need of others, 


A Pace or SERVICE 


The Lord Jesus and His disciples were 
together on a mountain in Galilee when 
He gave them ‘the great commission 
(Matt, 28: 16-20). A few days before His 
death the Saviour was on the Mount 
of Olives, and it was there that He in- 
structed two disciples to obtain in a 
near-by village a -colt on. which He 
would ride into Jerusalem (Mark 11: 
1, 2). These two delightful mountain 
scenes deal with service, and may be 
cited to illustrate the truth that the 
church is a place of service. In connec- 
tion with the activities of the church, 
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we may show hospitality to strangers, 
have a share in keeping the meeting 
place in order, assist the poor, visit the 
shut-ins, teach a Sunday school class, 
preach the Gospel, teach the Word of 
God, shepherd the flock. There is a 
task for everyone according to the gifts 
recéived from the ascended Lord. 


Because our gift is from the Head of 
the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, there 
must be no envying of those who seem 
to have a greater gift, nor any despising 
of those who seem to have a humbler 
gift. Our Lord is watching the local 
church. and will honor those who hum- 
bly persevere in faithfulness. From 
time to time God calls a child of His 
to full-time service—the work of an 
evangelist, teacher, pastor, or mission- 
ary. How delightful it is when a church 
can extend to such a servant of the 
Lord the right hand of fellowship! God 
calls His servants by the operation of 


~ the Holy Spirit, who prompts the called 


one to respond, “Here am I; send me”; 
and He then instructs the church to set 
apart that one for the work to which 
he has been called. At least, this seems 
to be what is taught in Acts 13:1, 2, 
though we know that God is not limited 
to this one method of calling and send- 
ing forth His servants. There is a world- 
wide need in the churches of the saints 
for humble servants of Christ who will 
consistently walk in the righteous path 
of the Lord—men like Robert M. Mc- 
Cheyne, of whom it is written: “There 
was still another means of enforcing 
what he preached, in the use of which 
he has excelled all his brethren, namely, 
the holy consistency of his daily life. 
Aware that one idle word, one needless 
contention, one covetous act, may de- 
stroy in our people the effect of many 
a solemn expostulation and earnest 
warning, he was peculiarly circumspect 
in his walk.” 

In closing, let us think of one much 
greater than McCheyne. The Lord Jesus 
Christ was God’s perfect Servant, and 
as He walked the roads of Galilee and 
Judea, often visiting the quiet, everlast- 
ing hills, He never for an instant walked 
outside of the perfect will of God. He 
“came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ran- 
som fér many.” On the cross He effected 
our salvation; now in the Glory, He, 
through the Spirit, builds and maintains 
His churches. Therefore may we seek 
earnestly to honor Him in the matter 
of our church life and affiliation, 

TOKYO. 

we 


The Lord’s people should always, with 
tell-tale faces, be unconsciously pro- 
claiming that His service is a service of 
freedom, that the joy of the Lard is their 
strength, that He leads His own by right 
paths, and that He glorifies His own great 
name in them and. through them con- 
tinualy.—Hudson Taylor. 
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XXII. The Five Crowns of Believers 


Who will receive them and when they will be awarded 


OUR great judgments are mentioned 
in the Bible, and because of their 
greatriess they are often referred to as 
major judgments. The first is the Judg- 
ment of the Cross (John 12:31). Sin and 
the world were here judged, and Christ 
was the one who became the sacrifice 
making this judgment possible.’ Sin, 
that horrible disturbing element of the 
universe, its destestable root and fruit, 
root and branch, at the cross was judged 
once and for all. 

This judgment .was final. No second 
judgment can ever occur for. those whose 
sins were borne by their Surety upon 
that’ accursed tree. It is this that com- 
pletely and eternally abolishes future 
judgment for those who trust in the Lord 
Jesus. God can never demand a second 
payment from those who trust His Son 
as Saviour. He has already done the 
full exacting at the place called Calvary. 
The pardon is the thrust in our hands 
and the receipt, “Paid in full,” written 
with the blood of the cross, is ours. 

There is now no judgment for me, for 
I am in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:1). My 
sins are gone, the iron chains of sinful 
guilt are broken, and my soul is free. 
Thus the cross becomes the basis of 
justification and of all our blessings, be- 
cause Christ suffered there, the just for 
the unjust, and as a vicarious substitute 
died in my room and stead. Just as on 
the scapegoat the sins of Israel were laid 
(Lev. 16), so God took my sins and laid 
them on Christ Jesus. He bore them 
away to the land of absolute forgetful- 
ness, so they are now no longer on me 
and no Iqnger on Him. They are gone 
forever, cast as heavy stones into the 
sea of God’s forgetfulness, swallowed up, 
never to be seen again. 

This judgment is universal in scope. 
It covers every being of Adam’s race, 
not that all will be saved, but all can 
be saved through the merits of our Sav- 
iour’s death. This is the great message 
of the Gospel—none need perish, none 
need be lost, none need be banished to 
a lost eternity. There is infinite value 
in that judgment, so that not a single 
soul need ever feel the pangs of hell. 
Believe the Gospel, and this great work 
of grace becomes yours. Reject it, and 
it will add eternal woes to your Christ- 
rejecting soul. 

The second major judgment is the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, the Bema, the 
place where rewards afte to be meted 
out to the stewards of Christ. It has 
nothing to do with the question of eteré 
nal life. ‘That question has been for- 
ever closed at Calvary, and it will never 
be opened up again. ‘The jugment at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ will take place 
in Heaven after the Church has been 


By EDGAR AINSLIE 


raptured. Here we shall be searched 
through and through and turned inside 
out, our life’s work since we found the 
Saviour will be examined in the dazzling 
searchlight of His presence. " 

Though eternally saved by sovereign 
grace, it will be necessgry that our Works 
be judged so that we can enter our eter- 
nal inheritance in the full enjoyment 
of our Lord. There the misundtrstand- 
ings of our earthly life will be righted. 
Many of God’s children have left this 
scene and have gone home to Glory, 
leaving unsettled things that were done 
in the flesh. The judgment seat of 
Christ will be the clearing house, and 
we shall have to give an account for 
the wrongs committed and a reckoning 
for those things that God. has entrusted 
to our care. Some of these will be our 
time, our gifts, our money, our bodies, 
our sacred trust of the Gospel (1 Tim. 
1:11), and many other responsibilities. 

“It will include the question of our 
work done since we were saved by grace. 
It will not be a question of the eternal 
security of our souls, for we are now 
as secure as if we were already in 
Heaven. It will be the testing by fire 
of all the work done in service down 
here. 

There will be beautiful and. magnifi- 
cent rewards, if the work done on earth 
merits them. Among these rewards are 
glittering crowns of enduring glory. 
These crowns are at least five in num- 
ber: 

The crown of life is the martyr’s crown 
(Rev. 2:10). Men like Stephen, James, 
Paul, Jerome, Huss, Tyndale, and many 
more, will be crowned at the judgment 
seat with this lovely crown. Our Lord, 
knowing the cruel martyrdoms that were 
to come after. He had left this scene, 
promised this crown of life to those who, 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by Ahe same author. 

Both the chart and’ key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 
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rather than deny. Him, suffer cruelty 
and death. He requires not brilliancy, 
sparkling eloquence, marvelous oratory, 
but a faithful, loyal heart, which, in the 
moment of testing, chooses death than 
deny the Lord that bought it. 

The crown of rejoicing is the soul- 
winner’s crown (1 Thess. 2:19). Paul 
had given his all for Christ’s sake and 
for a perishing world. We might have 
asked this wonderful man of God, “Well, 
Paul, what are you going to get out of 
all your labor at Thessalonica? What 
will your investment bring you?” His 
reply is, “For what is our hope, or joy, 
or crown of rejoicing? Are not even.ye 
in the presence of our Lord Jesus at 
His coming?” (1 Thess. 2:19.) These poor 
idolaters won to Christ by Paul are to 
become the revenue with good interest 
in that glotious morning when Christ 
comes for the soul-winner of Tarsus. 
Yes, every soul-winner will be remem- 
bered at the Lord’s coming, they will 
not be forgotten at the Bema. 

There is a crown of glory (1 Pet. 5:4). 
This crown is for the shepherds who 
faithfully tend God’s flock, those who 
tenderly and lovingly feed the people 
of God, watching and guarding them, 
leading and defending them against the 
dangers of the enemies of the flock of 
God. This is no easy matter. Today, 
as in past ages, many of the Lord’s dear 
people are hard to lead. They fail to 
see that leadership has been God’s way 
of dealing in every age. Leadership is 
not lordship, as many fail to see. There 
is a vital difference. God has given 
leaders to His people, and the Holy Spirit 
has endowed men with the qualities and 
gift of leading the people of God. The 
Word of God teaches rule and godly 
order and discipline among the gather- 
ings of His children. The sheep are 
not the shepherds, and many times we 
are enjoined to obey those who, have 
the rule over us. To disobey these plain 
commands brings responsibility and 
judgment. While all. believers are 
priests, all are not fitted or experienced 
to rule the people of God (Heb. 13:7, 17). 
For the heartaches and sleepless nights, 
for the numerous sorrows entailed in 
this holy charge, the Great Shepherd of 
the sheep will abundantly reward the 
shepherds who have been faithful to 
their trust. Their brows will be crowned 
with crowns of glory which fadeth ,not 
away. 

There will be a crown of life for those 
who endure temptation (Jas, 1:12), those 
who, like Job, have gone through the 
refiner’s fire, when the Great Refiner 
places. them in the crucible of suffering, 
and the scorching fires of affliction melt 
their souls, while with skillful but lov- 
ing hand He skims off the scum and 
dross from the melted gold, leaving only 
the pure and refined precious metal. 
Trial and testing are never pleasant, but 
when Christ Jesus sits on the judgment 

(Continued on page 694) 
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LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 5. GROWTH THROUGH USEFUL WORK 


Colossians 3:23, 24; 1 Thessalonians 4:10b, 11, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; printed text, Same 
Golden Text.—Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and net unto men.—Col. 3:23 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Col. 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men; e 
24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward 


of the an oy me. serve ae ear ern 
‘ 


1 Thess. 4: 10b But we "Babes jel, sstaiiaans that ye 
increase more and more; 

11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own 
business, and to work with your own hands, as we com- 
manded you; 


2 Thess. 3:6 Now we comniand you, brethren, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from 
every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the 
tradition which he received of us. 

7 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we 


8 Neither did we eat any man’s bread. for nought; but 
wrought with: labour and travail night and day, that we 
might not be chargeable to any of you: 

9 Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves 
an ensample unto you to follow us. . 

10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded 
you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. 

11 For we hear that there are some which walk ‘among 
you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies, 

12 Now them that are such we commang and exhort by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and 
eat their own bread. 

13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
Internationa} Council of Religious Education. 





behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

ORK is not a curse, but a bless- 
. W ing. Work is not part of the 

curse which sin brought upon, 
our race, but part of the original bless- 
edness which our first parents enjoyed 
in the days when the cool of the even- 
tide Brought its unclouded communion 
with God. 

The curse added the element of toil- 
someness and struggle and burden to 
work. It increased nature’s resistance 
to man’s. labor, and diminished man’s 
powers to endure and strive. 

See the zest with which men go forth 
to their work! I have now been com- 
muting to work for two and a half 
years, and have not yet observed a man, 
or a woman, standing aloof and trying 
to miss the train, whether the 6.48, the 
7.14, or the 8.06! They are an eager 
crowd. That is a residual effect of the 
original blessing of work. 

But now notice the worn, haggard 
look, the bent shoulders and the weary 
expression of so many of these same 
men and women as they return on the 
evening trains. The work to which they 
sallied forth in the morning has proved 
a monotonous round, or a miserable 
drudgery, or a cluster of problems, or 
a drain upon their limited strength. It 
is not only the plowman that “homeward 
plods his weary way.” All this is evi- 
dence that we are creatures of the curse. 
In the sweat of our brow we eat our 
bread. Work has become toil. 

Yet who would want to quit work? 
Idleness is the most miserable condition 
into which men can fall. In days of 


dark depression, it is not only the in; 
ability to provide for their families that 
breaks men’s spirits, but the idleness 
itself, with its sense of futility and waste 
of powers. It is better to toil than not 
to work. 

Phillips Brooks suggested in one of 
his sermons three elements in the pleas- 
ure of work—the pleasure of exercising 
one’s powers, the satisfaction of contrib- 
uting to the common good, and the value 
of work to one’s own self-culture. Per- 
haps there is a suggestion here for those 
who are facing a choice with respect 
to their life’s work. Where can I find 
fullest play for my God-given. abilities? 
Where can I make the largest contribu- 
tion to the weal of my fellows? Where 
shall I be best disciplined into the kind 
of man I ought to be? 

One of the best words written con- 
cerning the heavenly state is just this: 
“His servants shall serve him” (Rev. 
22:4). Thank God, Heaven’s rest will 
not be idleness, but glorious work, with 
the sense of toil removed. 


Verse by Verse 

Col. 3:23.—‘And whatsoever ye do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men.” Part of an exhortation addressed 
to bondservants (see v. 22). When work 
becomes an offering to the Lord, issuing 
from a soul that knows the pulse of 
new life, it is transformed from a piece 
of drudgery to an act of worship. 

Verse 24—“Ye shall receive the re- 
ward ... for ye serve the Lord Christ.” 
Wages: may be poor on the earthly level, 
and little appreciation shown by men, 
but slaves who serve the Lord are sons 
and heirs, and the inheritance is sure 
to them—an ample reward for all. pres- 
ent toil. 


1 Thess. 4:10.—*. . . inerease. more and> 
more.” Verses 9, 10a speak of the 
brotherly love which the Thessalonians, 
as taught of God, bore to each other. 
Now. Paul.exhorts them to increase in 
this virtue more and more. 

Verse 11.—“Study to be quiet . . ..work 
with your own hands...” “Study” here 
means “be ambitious,” but it is a new 
kind of ambition, in keeping with broth- 
erly love. Paul’s reference to a previous 
command, along with the more urgent 
exhortation in his later Epistles, makes 
it clear that some were perverting the 
faith by making it an excuse for idleness. 

Verse 12.—“That ye may walk hon- 
estly _ . . may have lack of nothing.” 
This verse ought not to be omitted, as 
it supplies that twofold purpose and 
result of industry—honorable conduct 
toward unbelievers and ample provision 
for themselves. Shiftless Christians, al- 
ways owing and always dependent on 
others, are no good testimony for Christ. 

2 Thess. 3:6.—“Withdraw yourselves 
from every brother that walketh dis- 
orderly .'. .” The disorderly conduct 
alluded to here is further described in 
verse 11. Those who so acted were to 
be shamed into better conduct through 
the discipline of the church, the with- 
drawal of fellowship. 

Verse 7.—“Ye ought to follow us: for 
we behaved not ourselves disorderly 
among you.” Paul taught the saints not 
only by precept, but by example. From 
the word here translated “follow” we 
have our English word “mimic.” 

Verse 8.—‘“Neither did we eat any 


man’s bread for nought; but wrought 
with labour and travail , not be 
chargeable to any of you.” Here Paul 


explains what he means by disorderly, 
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and contrasts it with his orderly con- 
duct. The word “disorderly” is a mili- 
tary term, signifying breaking rank. 
There is a similarity of sound in the 
Greek words translated “labour and 
travail,” similar to our phrase “toiling 
and moiling.” “Chargeable” means “bur- 
densome.” 

Verse 9.—“Not because we have not 
power, but ... an ensample .. .” Paul 
renounced a natural right in order to 
make the Gospel without charge. See 
1 Thessalonians 2:6; 1 Corinthians 9: 4-15; 
2 Corinthians 11:7-9. 

Verse 10.—“If any would not work, 
neither should he eat.” Neither the Law 
nor the Gospel allows for a “sponger.” 
Indeed, the principle goes back to the 
Garden of Eden, and was reinforced 
after the sin of our first parents (Gen. 
2:15; 3:17-19). 

Verse 11.—“. .. some... walk... 
disorderly, working not at all, but are 
busybodies.” There is a play on words 
here impossible to convey in English. 
“Working not” and “busybodies” are 
both participles of the verb “to work,” 
except that the latter has a prefix which 
means “around.” Some do the work, 
while others work around it! 

Verse 12.—“. . . we command and ex- 
hort ... that with quietness they work, 
and eat their own bread.” Notice the 
emphasis. “Their own bread” is the 
bread they have worked for, 

Verse 13.—“Be not weary in well do- 
ing.” Compare Galatians 6:9. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is generally considered that James 
is the practical writer of the New Tes- 
tament, while Paul is the doctor of the- 
ology. But Paul knows how to apply 
doctrine to life, and he frequently waxes 
as eloquent on matters of practical be- 
havior as any old-time exhorter. 

Surely there is nothing more practical 
than work, and in our three passages he 
deals with this universal. themg like a 
true master. 

The Christian message brought a new 
dignity to the soul of man, as it invited 
men.of all classes into a blessed rela- 
tionship of sonship with God through 
Christ. Many of the Slave class em- 
braced the Gospel, and found themselves 
in the enigmatic position of being free 
sons of God while still bondservants. 
Some were doubtless tempted to rebel 
against their earthly lot as being un- 
worthy of their heavenly calling. Again 
and again the apostle reminds such that 
their position of honor as believers was 
no license to neglect their tasks as men, 
even in the lowly place of bondservice. 
Rather they must remember that their 
ultimate Master was the Lord Christ, and 
they must perform even the most menial 
task as for Him, They might never share 
in the benefits of their earthly master’s 
bequests, but they would not go -un- 
recompensed. As “heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17), 


‘ 








Last Week's Lesson 
9. August 29. — Growth Through 
Christian Service. Acts 10:38; 
Galatians 6:1, 2; James 1:22, 26, 
27; 2:14-17; 1 John 3:16-18 
Next Week’s Lesson 
11. September 12.—Christian Citizen- 
ship and Co-operation. Acts 
6:1-6; Romans 12:9-16; 13:1-10; 
1 Corinthians 3:4-9; Galatians 5:13-15. 
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they would enter into an “inheritance 
incorruptible, ahd undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away” (1 Pet. 1:4). No work 
could be menial that had that in view. 

There were freemen also who espoused 
the faith of the Gospel, and they had 
their own problems with regard to the 
Christian life. Some among them were 
no more fond of work than some today, 
and they readily found in the Chris- 
tian message, and particularly in the 
truth of the second coming of Christ, a 
pretext for leaving off work which they 
did not relish anyway. The benevo- 
lent attitude of the early churches 
toward the poor of their number of- 
fered a kind of unemployment insur- 
ance. So they justified their “sponging” 
attitude by arguing the soon coming of 
the Lord. 

The Apostle Paul dealt with this sit- 
uation gently in his First Letter to the 
Thessalonians, and sternly in his Second 
Letter. Such behavior, he indicated, was 
not in keeping with brotherly love, and 
did not induce the honorable dealings 
with unbelievers that would commend 
the testimony of the Gospel. The prin- 
ciple of work which God ordained in the 
beginning was not abrogated by any 
of the Christian truths. The church, 
then, instead of encouraging a shiftless 
attitude among its members, must re- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE did work originate? 
2, What effect did the ‘Fall have 
on man’s work? ; 

3. Is there any work to do in Heaven? 

4, What contradiction faced the be- 
lieving slaves in Paul’s day? 

5. How did Paul tell Christian bond-' 
slaves to overcome their sense of servil- 
ity in labor? 

6. What new ambition did Paul seek 
to instill into the Thessalonian Chris- 
tians? 

7. What problem did Paul have to deal 
with in the Thessalonian church? 

8. In what regard does the apostle use 
the term “disorderly” in writing to the 
Thessalonians? 

9. What general principle did Paul lay 
down with regard to work? 

10. By what act of renunciation did 
Paul make himself an example of in- 
dustry to the churches? 

(Answers on page 693) 
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gard it as out of step with true Chris- 
tian conduct, and deal sternly with it, 
even to withdrawing fellowship from 
those guilty of it. Paul himself had set 
an example of industry and noble in- 
dependence, and called for discipline 
upon those who carefully circumvented 
work in their professed expectancy of 
the Lord’s appearing, while making 
themselves a charge on the church. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1, Work sanctified by a lofty motivation 
(Col. 3:23, 24) 

2. Work enjoined as a worthy testimony 
(1 Thess. 4:11, 12) 

3. Work engaged in as a noble example 
(2 Thess. 3:6-9) 

4, Work required on supreme authority 
(vs. 10:13) 


Topics for Development 

How To Do It. Do what? Everything. 
The Bible tells us how, in four brief 
commandments. 

1. “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might” (Eccles. 9:10), 

2. “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” 
(Col. 3:17). 

3. “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord” (Col. 3:23). 

4. “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

Whatsoever cannot be done to the 
glory of God ought not to be done at all. 

Whatever cannot be done as an offer- 
ing to the Lord ought not to be done 
at all. . 

Whatever cannot be done in the name 
of Jesus ought not to be done at all. 

Whatever meets these three conditions 
should be done heartily, and with all 
our might. For anything that ministers 
to the glory of God, is acceptable to 
the Lord, and is worthy of His name 
surely demands the very best we have. 

Should Ministers Work? Of course 
they should. A minister who is not a 
worker is no minister. But what we 
mean is, Should a minister engage in 
so-called secular work? The apostle sets 
forth God’s order, illustrated in the an- 
cient priesthood, that “they which preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel” (1 
Cor. 9:14). Whether the livelihood comes 
in the form of a stated salary or what 
are referred to as free-will offerings, 
matters little. Usually the stated salary 
comes out of free-will offerings, too! It 
is, then, the duty of a church to see 
that. the minister is supported to the full 
extent of the people's ability, and the 
minister should receive it as the Lord’s 
ordinance, with all gratitude but with 
no diminishing of his freedom’in the 
Gospel. Yet the Apostle Paul, for rea- 
sons understgod between him and the 





_ Lord, and expounded on occasion, chose 


not to receive remuneration from those 
whom he served, but labored at his trade 
(Acts 18:3) for the support of himself 
and his party. So today there may be 
occasions—the poverty of the congregation 
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or some unusual situation—when wis- 
dom or necessity would dictate that a 
minister should support himself, in part 
or in whole, by employment outside of 
the church. In such a case it is not 
“beneath the dignity of the ministry” to 
labor with his hands. 


Practical Applications 


If Christ is your master, you will be 
a good workman. 

To draw your pay check is your af- 
firmation that you have fulfilled your 
part of the contract, and if you have not, 
you are a thief and a liar. 

Being sons of God does not puff us up 
to think ourselves above ordinary labor. 

The loud mouth and the sluggish hand 
usually go together. 

Disorderly conduct is not necessarily 
getting into a brawl, but just being lazy. 

To feed a lazy man is contrary to the 
Law of God, and confirms the sluggard 
in his sloth. 


Golden Text 

Col. 3:23.—“And whatsoever ye do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men.” “Heartily” is a translation of a 
phrase which means literally, “from the 
soul.” From the soul; to the Lord. That 
sanctifies and ennobles all work, making 
it an act of worship. 

Eximuurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“Awake, My Soul, and With the Sun” 
“New Every Morning Is the Love” 
“Work, for the Night Is Coming” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father in Heaven, we thank Thee for the 
wise and loving requirements of Thy 
Word by which we are to rule our con- 
duct. Give us delight in doing Thy 
will. Give us strength and wisdom for 
our daily work and the spirit that does 
it as unto Thee. Through this week 
lead us to do all the good Thou hast 
set before us and make our lives ever 
more fruitful in good works. Use Thy 
truth today to bring sinners to repent 
and backsliders to return to Thee. Bless 
the ministries of those who care for the 
sick, and meet the needs of all such as 
are otherwise afflicted and tried. Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil, and use our study here to- 
day to help us to avoid every snare of 
the Tempter and to live-diligently doing 
our daily tasks to Thine honor and glory. 
Guide and help our rulers through the 
perplexities of our time, and bring in 
the rule of the Saviour in all the earth. 
We ask all in His name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Do you know the 
rule of John Smith? Perhaps I should 
say which John Smith I mean. He was 
president of the newly founded colony 
of Virginia and is remembered for a 
wise and practical rule by which he put 
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the colony on its feet. The winter of 
1608-09 brought much hardship to the 
settlers, but spring brought brighter 
prospects. To realize them, however, 
everyone had to toil to clear the land 
and then plow and plant it and do other 
tasks necessary for the welfare of the 





“Heartily as to the Lord” 


UTY BECOMES 
| JeuicetroL 
ONE UNTO HIM 


colonists. But some showed themselves 
idle and that endangered the survival 
of the colony. Captain John Smith 
therefore made the rule that he that will 
not work shall not eat. Everyone was 
required to do six hours toil on the land 
or in the forest each week day and in that 
way such good use was made of the days 
from spring to fall that the colony’s 
future was secured. 

Where did Smith get his rule? From 
the words of Paul we have studied, “We 
commanded you, that if any would not 
work, neither should he eat” (2 Thess. 
3:10). Paul learned it from Genesis, 
“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
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bread” (Gen. 3:19). God has wisely or- 
dered it that we must work to provide 
for ourselves. Not only do colonies and 
nations grow where people are indus- 
trious, but individuals also grow in use- 
fulness, honesty, dependability, and re- 
sourcefulness by faithfully doing their 
daily work. 3 

We Christians have the real secret of 
growing through work. It is in our 
Golden Text. Let us say it together, 
“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 3:23). 
When we love the Lord Jesus and know 
our daily work is to be done as unto 
Him, then we put our best into it gladly. 
Doing that, we glorify Him, help others, 
and grow, ourselves, into better and 
stronger thristians. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 
“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord...” (Col. 3:23).—To stir 
up pure minds by way of remembrance, 
let it be said that “whatsoever” means 
“no matter what,” and it is not limited 


Oh, That She'd Become a Student! 











“Be STILL, and 
know that lam God” 


( Psa. 46:10) 
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in its application to preachers, teachers, 
and missionaries. The exhortation ap- 
plies to all Christians—even to those 
who may happen to be bondmen. 

What a profitable thing it would be if 
everyone learned the significance of 
“whatsoever” as early in his Christian 
life as did Dr. Ironside. 

When he was a boy, he worked on 
Saturdays and during school vacations 
for a shoemaker. It was his chief job 
to pound leather for soles. A piece of 
cowhide would be cut to suit, then 


soaked in water. Then with a flat-headed 


hammer he would pound these soles un- 
til they were hard and dry. It seemed 
an endless task to him, and he often 
wearied of it, 

A block away there was another shop, 
and Harry Ironside often looked in the 
window and noticed that that cobbler 
never pounded the soles at all, but took 
them from the water, nailed them on, 
damp as they were. : 

One day he ventured inside and said, 
*T notice you put the soles on while 
still wet. Are they just as good as if 
they were pounded?” The cobbler gave 
him a wicked look, as he answered, 
“They come back all the quicker this way, 
my boy!” 

Feeling he had learned something, he 
related the instance to his boss, and 
suggested that perhaps he was wasting 
his time in drying out the leather so 
carefully. 

His employer stopped his work, took 
his Bible, and turned to the passage that 
Says, “Whatsoever ye do, do.all to the 
glory of God.” 

“Harry,” he said, “I do not cobble shoes 
just for the money I receive from my 
customers. I am doing this for the glory 
of God. I expect to see every shoe I have 
ever repaired in a big.pile at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, and I do not want 
the Lord to say to me in that day: 
‘Dan, this was a poor job. You did not 
do your best here.’ I want Him to be 
able to say, ‘Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant.’” 


Needless to add, Dr. Ironside said, “It 


was a lesson I have never been able to 


forget.” 

“ . , do your own business .. .”. (1 
Thess. 4:11).—In other words, attend to 
your own affairs. This does not mean 
that we, cannot help others; but we 
should not meddle. 

My wife often says that she was reared 
on poetry. “Meddlesome Meg” was one 
poem with which the mother amused the 
children if they were ever inclined to 
be too curious about other people’s af- 
fairs. The poem tells how this certain 
girl named Meg knew the affairs of the 
whole neighborhood from A to Z. One 
time when a new family moved into 
the neighborhood, she saw the: children 
out playing and knew ‘the parents were 
away, so she decided to go into the house 
just to explore and learn all about the 


. 
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new neighbors. But to her dismay found 
the doors locked. The poem continues: 
Thus baffled, she turned to the shed with 


good will 

To see if these people put bread in their 
swill; 

When lo! to her joy she espied there a 
churn, 

(By the way, ‘twas an old leaky cast-off 
concern) ! . 

“If my eyes oft deceived me, my nose 
never did,” 

So saying, she thrust it straight under 
the lid. 

Sniff, sniff, for a moment; then screeching 
with pain 

She vainly attempted to withdraw it 
again. SF 

At length she succeeded when, behold, at 
the end 

A huge snapping turtle was seen to 
depend! 


Not liking his prison nor wishing to stay 
He seized the first chance of getting away. 
Away ran poor Meg screaming with fright, 
While the turtle hung on enjoying the 


bite! 

And thus he hung on till she fainted and 
fell, 

Then scampered away with her organ of 
smell! 

And thence from that day till life’s latest 
close 

From other folks’ business, Meg kept out 
her nose! 

Now, old folks and young, take warning 
I beg 


From the fate which befell poor old Med- 

dlesome Meg; 

Thee. you may not find turtles in ‘every 

ish, 

You may find to your sorrow far more 

than you wish! 

“Not because we have not power, but 
to make ourselves an ensample .. .” (2 
Thess. 3:9).—The apostles certainly had 
the power, or right, to be supported by 
those among whom they labored. (See 
1 Cor. 9:1-18; Matt. 10:10; Luke 10:7; 
and 1 Tim, 5:17, 18.) But the Apostle 
Paul and his fellow laborers waived 
their privilege in order to become ex- 
amples. They were able, to say they 
“wrought with labour and travail night 
and day, that we might not be charge- 
able to any of you.” 


It was the responsibility of a Jewish 
father to circumcise his son, instruct 
him in the Law, and teach him a trade. 
In accordance with this wise custom, 
Paul had been taught to make tents 
(Acts 18:3). 


Someone has said: “Preaching is of 
much avail, but practice is far more ef- 
fective. A godly life is the strongest 
argument that you can offer to the 
skeptic.” 

“Example is more forcible than pre- 
cept.” One preacher added, “People 
look at my six days in the week to see 
what I mean on the seventh.” 


“.. . brethren, be not weary in well 
doing” (2 Thess. 3:13).—When evil is 
rampant, and the populace indifferent, 
and Christians seem careless, the danger 
is that of becoming weary in well doing. 
But we must not succumb—for “they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength.” 

A hard pressed traveler took shelter 
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+ 
in the ruins of an old’ house. While 
there, fe saw a white ant beginning 
to climb the wall with a grain of corn 
three times its own size. Seventy times 
did that ant try to ascend before it suc- 
ceeded. Taking heart from that sight, 
the man pressed on to his destination. 

An elderly man in a certain parish 
fell ill and was confined to his bed. A 
preacher called at the house and asked 
to see him. The old man hearing his 
voice below, answered gruffly, “I don’t 
want to see you, you may go away.” 
That would have been enough to keep 
many of us from ever calling on him 
again; but not so that preacher. Un- 
weariedly, he called twenty-one times 
before he was permitted to see him, and 
win him! 

Wawona, CALir. 

we 


Please pray for the contributors. and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Say, Fellows— . 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there are two definite 
and very important facts that every 
fellow ought to know. The first one he 
can know right now. It is this: God 
has a complete plan for your life. It 
is all set up. The blueprint has been 
made and awaits your readiness for it. 
James Russell Lowell expresses it this 
way: 
No man is born into the world whose 
work 
It not born with him; there is always 
work, 
And ogg to work withal, for those who 
will; 
And blessed be the horny hands of toil. 
Mr. Lowell knew about work. His 
philosophy, his poetry, and his writings 
made him famous. He was at one time 
our ambassador to Spain, and later, our 
ambassador to Great Britain. He was 
elected to the American Hall of Fame. 


The second important fact is that God 
will show you what your work is to be. 
He may not do it now—you may not 
be ready for it; but if you are looking 
to Him and trusting Him, He will in 
due time reveal it to you in unmistak- 
able terms, so that you will be in no 
doubt about it. You can never have 
a higher satisfaction than to be con- 
sciously working the plan He has made 
for you. And God wants you to be 
supremely happy in your work. That 
helps you to grow strong and efficient. 
If a fellow is discontented with his job, 
it is quite likely because he has gone 
into it on human judgment, without 
talking with God about it. 

Our lesson title is “Growth Through 
Useful Work.” When work fails to be 
useful it is time and. effort wasted, and 
it becomes ‘tedious and monotonous; but 
when we know that we are doing God’s 
will, and the product of our efforts is 
benefiting someone (and someone be- 
sides ourselves), life takes on a glorious 
contentment. Then we can carry on 
with a song in our heart. Our highest 
exemplar in work is Jesus. Even at 
twelve He told His mother, “Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s busi- 
ness?” (Luke 2:49.) And in His later 
ministry He told the Jews, “My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work” (John 
5:17). Surely if God and His Son Jesus 
must work, you and I must work, too. 

Oh, yes, work is a blessed privilege. 
Aren’t you glad you can work! Aren’t 
you glad you can lie down at bedtime 
with the consciousness that “today I 
have wrought; today I have used my 
body, mind, and spirit to accomplish 
something worth while; and this old 
world is a little bit better off tonight 
because I have lived today!” It is every 
fellow’s privilege to be able'to say that 
~truthfully. One of the most pathetic 
sights is a poor fellow who is incapaci- 
tated for work and has to sit with folded 
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hands while the great workaday world 
goes by. 
With hand on the spade and heart in 
the sky , 
Dress the ground and till it; 
Turn in the little seeti, brown and dry, 
Turn out the golden millet. 
Work, and your house shall be duly fed: 
Work, and rest shall be won; 
I hold that a man had better be dead 
Than alive when his work is done. 
—Alice Cary. 
And here is another inspiring thought, 
fellows: though human achievements 
have been marvelous, yet there is always 
a higher goal ahead in every line of 
endeavor. Thé step ahead opens up new 
vistas. Somebody (don’t ask me who) 
said, “As our areas of knowledge en- 
large into the space of the unknown, the 
domain of our ignorance extends steadily 
beyond.” First thing you know along 
comes Roger Bannister with a four-min- 
ute mile; then about six weeks later 
John Landy breaks that world record 
by doing a mile on his feet in three 
minutes fifty-eight seconds. There are 
vast areas yet to be explored. 
The best verse hasn’t been rhymed yet, 
The best house hasn't been planned, 
The highest peak hasn’t been climbed yet, 
The mightiest rivers aren't spanned; 
Don’t worry and fret, faint-hearted, 
The chances have just begun 
For the best jobs haven't been started, 
The best work hasn't been done. 
—Berton Braley. 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ws 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


When Done for Him—Whatsoever ye 
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men (Col. 3:23, Golden Text). 

I would do mighty things for Thee, O 

rd! 


But many humble tasks there were to 


do. 
Ere these were finished, day was fading 


fast, 
And moments left for glorious deeds 
were few. 
I took the Book and opened to these 
lines— 


“Do heartily thy tasks as to the Lord 
And not to men”—and Thou didst speak 
to me 
From out the pages of Thy holy Word. 
My hungry soul was heark’ning to Thy 
voice, 
And this the message that Thou gavest 
me— 
The lowliest task becomes a glorious deed 
When done with all my might and zeal 
for Thee. 
—From Earl K. Wyman, in the King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans, Prize illustration. 


The One He Sought To Please.—Of 
the Lord ye shall receive the reward 
(Col, 3:24). I was an eye and ear wit- 
ness to the stormy experience had by 
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the gateman at the Union Depot, Chi- 
cago. The mob of passengers for a near 
departing train discourteously . treated 
the official before whom they must pre- 
sent their credentials. Some, jostled in 
the crowd, complainingly stormed the 
closed gate. When the gate opened, 
others found fault with the belated 
train. Still others were rudely impa- 
tient at the required display of their 
tickets. Calmly trailing the procession 
and smiling at the exhausted official, I 
remarked, “Apparently you are not very 
popular with this crowd, sir!” He 
beamed his satisfaction as he pointed 
to the superintendent’s office in the upper 
balcony and whispered, “Just so long 
as I am popular with him!”—Sent by J. B. 
Dengis, Hamilton, Ont., Can. 


When One Returns a Kick for a Hit.— 
And.that ye study to be quiet, and to 
do your own business, and to work with 
your own hands (1 Thess. 4:11). A lady 
Says she learned a good lesson when, as 
a little girl, she looked out one frosty 
morning into her father’s farmyard 
where many cattle and horses were 
waiting to drink. All went quietly until 
one cow, attempting to turn, hit another, 
and that one kicked out and struck a 
third. In five minutes the whole herd 
were kicking and fighting each other 
furiously. Her mother laughed, and 
said, “See what comes of kicking when 
you are hit.” “Just so,” says this lady, 
“I have seen one cross word set a whole 
family by the ears on a frosty morning. 
If my brothers and sisters or myself 
were getting a little irritable, she would 
say, ‘Take care, my children. Remem- 
ber how the fight in the barnyard began. 
Never return a kick for a hit, and you 
will save yourselves a great deal of 
trouble.””—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans: 


In Bad Company.—Now we command 


‘you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 


Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your- 
selves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition 
which he received of us (2 Thess. 3:6). 
A man had a sweet singing canary, but 
he felt it was a pity, when spring came, 
to keep the poor bird in the house, so 
he decided to hang the cage under a 
large tree in the yard for the summer. 
The tree was the home of many English 
sparrows, and before he realized what 
was taking place, the little canéry had 
lost all of its sweet notes. It had spent 
the summer in bad company, and when 
fall came and it was taken in the house, 
the man heard’ only the monotonous 
twitter, twitter; twitter. There are some 
professing Christians who had a beau- 
tiful testimony several years ago, but 
they have lost their witness because of 
the company they keep and the places 
théy visit. Now when they should speak 
with the tongues of men and angels, they 
become “Sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal.” They have broken step with 
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God, and lost their experience-—From 
Bible Friend. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. 
Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


High Time To Live Close to Christ.— 
But to make ourselves an ensample unto 
you to follow us (2 Thess. 3:9). While 
teaching a group of teen-age boys in 
Sunday school, our discussion drifted 
into the thought of following the earthly 
example of some Christian man or 
woman, when I asked the question, 
“Have any of you boys ‘ever thought of 
following the life of some person as an 
example for your life?” One of the 
boys replied, “Yes, I am following the 
life of a man as my earthly pattern. It 
is the Judge of our County Courts.” 
Several days later the Judge and I met 
on the street. As we engaged in conver- 
sation, I said to him, “Judge, do you 
know that there is a teen-age boy in 
this town patterning his life after 
yours?” Judge Woods looked at me, 
rather surprised, and said, “Well, if there 
is a boy patterning his life after mine, 
it is high time for me to live closer 
to my pattern, Jesus Christ!” If our 
lights shine properly, we need have no 
fear of misleading those who are pat- 
terning their lives after ours.+Sent by 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Those Who Can, but Won’t.—If any 
would not work, neither should he eat 
(2 Thess. 3:10). The Bishop of Chelms- 
ford, in an address at Keswick, said: 
“I remember a friend of mine who 
wanted a gardener. He advertised, and 
got a letter from a gentleman concern- 
ing a man whom we shall call John 
Smith. This gentleman said, ‘John 
Smith has an excellent knowledge of 
gardening. He can manage a kitchen 
garden wonderfully, and he can bring 
an ornamental garden to perfection.’ He 
went on through the list of what the 
man could do. As the other gentleman 
read the letter, he said, “‘That’s the very, 
very man for me; he can do the very 
things I wanf.’ He got to the bottom of 
the page and turned it over, and on the 
other side there were only three words, 
‘But he won’t!’” What is the inter- 
pretation? There are men and women 
who could reyolutionize the districts in 
which they live, who could turn topsy- 
turvy the lives of their most intimate 
friends. But they won’t!—Adapted from 
Serving-and-Waiting. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Twenty Lost Years.—Be not weary in 
well doing (2 Thess, 3:13). A Christian 
man was giving away tracts. A gentle- 
man receiving one remarked that he 
feared such efforts did little permanent 
good. “In my younger days I did a good 
deal of it myself, but saw little fruit 
from it.” The tract distributor was some- 
what “dampened” by such a remark, but 
he remembered that his own conversion 
had been brought about by means of a 
tract handed him when a lad of twelve. 
He had been passing a mission hall when 
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a young man handed him a tract and in- 
vited him inside. He entered, became 
convicted of sin, went home, read the 
tract he had received, and was saved, 
He told this to the gentleman, who then 
asked where this had happened. Given 
the street, the hall, and the very night, 
he grasped the distributor’s hand, and 
with great emotion said, “It was my 
work after my conversion to stand at 
that door and give out tracts and invita- 
tions. But I lost heart and gave it up, 
thinking such work was almost useless. 
Now, after twenty years, God has let me 
know it was not in vain. I’lt go at it 
again.” But the twenty intervening years 
were lost.—Condensed from Christian 
Business Men’s League Bulletin. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HEN I was a little girl we moved 

to a place which was only partly 
cleared, and we had great fun in the 
“woods” part of it. But there were 
many nettles growing on the place, and 
we were constantly getting stung and 
then hunting dock leaves to cure the 
stings. Mother suggested that whenever 
we were stung by a nettle, we should 
pull it up. We supposed we would get 
dreadfully stung if we did, but she said 
we would not. She said, “A nettle stings 
when it touches you, but if you grasp 
it, it won’t sting.” This scarcely seemed 
possible, but we found it was true, so 
after that we made short work of the 
nettles. 

Mother sometimes reminded us of our 
experience with nettles when she in- 
sisted that work must come before play. 
She said, “When you're’ playing, every 
time you see the pile of dirty dishes or 
the unmade bed, it is like a nettle sting, 
but if you get in and do the job, then 
you’ll be able to play with a happy 
heart.” 

I have visited homes where the girls 
“fooled” around with their duties so 
much#it took them nearly all day to do 
what could have been done in an hour 
or two, if only they had set~to work 
with a will. Then they could have done 
all ‘the things they wanted to do with 
clear consciences and far more enjoy- ¢ 
ment than they had the other way. 

It is truly the part of wisdom to set 
to work in earnest, but it is more than 
that. It is necessary to do this if we 
are to please the Lord, who takes note 
of all our ways, that He may reward 
every effort to please Him. And His 
rewards will be worth having! Read 
Colossians 3:23, 24. 

A Christian girl did the dishes with 
a storybook propped up where she could 
read it as she worked. When she started 
to put the dishes away she found that 
some were not quite clean, and others 
not dry. Suddenly the words of today’s 
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Golden Text flashed into her mind, 
“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord, and not unto-men.” She 
thought, “If I had washed these dishes 
for the Lord Jesus, | would have done 
them far better than this.” Then she 
prayed, “Lord Jesus, I didn’t do the 
dishes heartily as unto Thee, but I'll 
do them that way now!” She put the 
storybook on the table in the next room, 
got clean water, and did the dishes over 
again. And as she worked she was con- 
scious of the smile of her Saviour upon 
her. When the work was done right, 
she read her book with a happy heart. 
The pleasure she felt that day was only - 
a little foretaste of her heavenly reward. 

Turn to 1 Thessalonians 4 and read 
the last part of yerse 10 and all of verse 
11. The Apostle Paul has just been talk- 
ing about the love the Thessalonians had 
for one another and for other Christians. 
Now he beseeches them to increase in 
love, and gives them three directions 
for working in a way that is honoring 
to God. 

Direction 1.—Work as quietly as pos- 
sible. The Christian must always think 
of other people besides herself. I know 
a Christian girl who bought a noiseless 
typewriter because she had a lot of typ- 
ing to do in connection with her work, 
and she knew that the constant sound 
of a typewriter is annoying to those 
living under the same roof. Constant 
talking while we work can be annoying 
to others and also,tends to distract us 
from doing our work heartily as unto 
the Lord. 

Direction 2—Do your own business. 
Some girls are so concerned over the 
laziness of their brothers and sisters that 
they can hardly get their own work 
done, We older folks, too, may get dis- 
turbed over the idleness of our fellow 
workers, But unless we have been put 
in ‘charge of them, it is best to keep still 
and do our own business. 

Direction 3.—Work with your own 
hands. See how many things you girls 
can think of in three minutes that we 
can do with our hands which are useful 
and will please the Lord. (Washing 
dishes, sweeping the floor, cooking, mak- 
ing beds, washing, ironing, mending, 
dusting, planting garden, weeding, pick- 
ing and canning fruit, painting, writing 
letters, sewing, doing fancywork, cro- 
cheting, bandaging cuts.) What'a long 
list! I can hardly think of any work 
we could do without using our hands. 
And busy hands seldom get into mis- 
chief, 

These directions for work are so im- 
portant that although Paul had com- 
manded the Thessalonians to do these 
things when he was with them, the Holy 
Spirit inspired him to write them here 
in God’s Word, not only as a reminder 
to them, but for us to follow also, 

Now turn to 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
and let us read it responsively. One 
translation of verse 6 says, “Keep away 
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from any brother who is living in idle- . 


ness.” Why do you think God wants us 
to avoid the’ company of idlers? (Be- 
cause they often get into trouble, and 
He does not want us to get into trouble 
with them.) A very good answer. Verse 
8 tells us that the great Apostle Paul 
worked with his own hands night and 
day to support himself and those with 
him, when he was preaching in Thessa- 
lonica. What kind of work was it? 
(Tentmaking.) Right. In Acts 18:3 we 
learn that that was his business. Why 
did Paul do this instead of being sup- 
ported by the offerings of God’s people? 
(To be an example to the Thessalonians.) 
Yes, that is what verse 9 tells us. But 
some of the new converts hadn’t yet 
learned to work, as Peul had. What 
does he call such people? (Busybodies.) 
Find 1 Timothy 5:13 which tells more 
about this type of’ person. Idle people 
going around gossiping are a hindrance 
to the spread of the Gospel. Turn back 
to 2 Thessalonians 3:12 to see what they 
are commanded to do.’ (They are to work 
quietly and eat their own bread.). That’s 
right. The phrase “eat their own bread” 
can be ‘translated “earn their own liv- 
ing.” Everyone able to do so should 
earn his own living. That does not mean 
that mothers should leave the home and 
work elsewhere. If good mothers don’t 
earn their own living, I don’t know who 
does. Verse 13 makes a good conclusion 
to our lesson. “Be not weary in well 
doing.” This means to obey God’s Word 
about our work, and then keep on obey- 
ing it. e 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Tepic and Scripture: 
Everyone Has Work To Do (2 Thess. 3:10-13) 


ANDS on the table! We are not 
looking for clean fingernails or soft 


skin, but what? I can’t see some things’ 


on these hands that God and you can 
see. So will you tell me what you can 
see that makes your hands good hands? 


If Paul from the Bible could put his 
hands on the table with ours, I won- 
der how his would look. Yes, I think 
they would be covered with good deeds. 
But once, though he thought they were 
clean and that they pleased God, they 
were filthy! He did not throw any stones 
with his own hands when they killed 
the Christian, Stephen, but he cheered 
on the others and took care of their 
coats for them. And many another 
Christian his hands dragged off to jail 
or whipping. When he saw and believed 
the Lord Jesus, what happened to those 
hands? Now I am thinking of the real 
hands, themselves. Would they be -soft 
and smooth ‘like the hands of your 
fathers who are doctors or teachers? Or 
would they be hard and rough like those 
who are farmers or mechanics? Paul 
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was a preacher. So, should his hands 
be nice and smooth? Who paid. his sal- 
ary? He earned his own way, partly 
because he did not want folks to think 
he was preaching just for pay, partly 
as an example to Christians that 
they should work and not be lazy. 
Your Bible readings will tell you what 
kind of small factory Paul worked in. 

A few weeks ago we looked at the 
churches in Jerusalem, Philippi, and 
Corinth. (Use a map. Review condi- 
tions in each.). Today let’s look at Thes- 
salonica. Both rich and poor are in 
that church. What do you think the 
poor folks thought? They thought that 
the rich ought to share everything with 
them. So they didn’t work. But, of 
course, they had to do something. Even 
grownups can’t lie abed all day! So they 
just hung around.and bothered other 
folks, talked too much, got to fooling, 
and so on. Then one Sunday a letter 
was read. (Read from a scroll.) 
“Brothers, we command you in the name 
of the Lord Jesus to keep away from 
every Christian brother who does not 
behave himself, and does not go by the 
teaching you received from us. You 
yourselves know how you ought to fol- 
low our example. We behaved ourselves 
when we were with you. We did not 
eat anyone’s bread without paying. We 


worked long and hard day and night, - 


so as not.to be a bother to any of you. 
Not that we do not have a right to, 
but we wanted to make ourselves an 
example for you to follow. Also we 
gave you this rule when we were with 
you: If anyone will not work, let him 
go without eating. We hear that some 
among you are not, behaving. They are 
not working, but bothering others. We 
command and beg such people in the 
Lord Jesus to work quietly and eat their 
own bread. But, brothers, do not get 
tired of doing good.” 

School is beginning! You will be hear- 
ing the same things Paul wrote about: 
behaving, working, not bothering others! 
At home you do not work to earn your 
bread. Dad gives it to you. But are 
you expected to have some share in, the 
work? At a children’s home where we 
talked about work, every single one 
down to the littlest kindergartner has 
his work to do every day, dusting ,or 
washing dishes. Our Memory Verse has 
Paul's rule for doing work: “Whatso- 
ever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord” (Col. 3:23). 

Put on the measuring stick W for 
work. Let each pupil draw around his 
hand for a cutout on which to print the 
Bible ‘references, five on the fingers and 
two on the palm (Col. 3:22-25; 1 Thess. 
4:11; 2 Thess. 3:8-10; Acts 18: 1-4; Eccles. 
9:10; 2 Thess, 3:11-13; Acts 20:33-35). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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If God were not more mindful of His 
promises than we are of His precepts, 
we were undone.—Matthew Henry. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


UST a few mornings before school 
reopened, the Baker children had a 
big surprise at breakfast time. There, 
on the kitchen table, were a number 
of potatoes. But they were not looking 
like potatoes. They were looking like 
people! Mother Baker, you see, had 
painted faces on them, put hats on them, 
and even had ties and kerchiefs on them. 
After the children had looked them 
all-over carefully and had commented 
and laughed about them, they wanted 
to know what they were for. 

“These potatoes are a family,’ Mother 
announced. “They are called the Tator 
family. Each one has a name. Sit down 
and I'll tell you all about them.” The 
children scrambled for their places at 
the table. 

“This big fellow here is Dick-Tator. 
Now you know what a dictator is, don’t 
you? That’s a person who always goes 
around telling other people what to do. 
He’s always bossy, and when it comes 
time to work, he never does anything 
himself.. He doesn’t do his homework. 
He doesn’t help with the chores unless 
he’s forced to. But he always dictates 
to the others and tells them what they 
should do. 

“This fellow is Speck-Tator. He 
watches the other people do their work, 
but he does not bother about pitching 
in and helping. He’s just a spectator 
—one who enjoys seeing others work 
hard so long as he doesn’t have to work. 
He gets through school by copying from 
others. But no work for Speck-Tator! 

“Then there is the big sister in the 
family, She is Agi-Tator. She’s always 
picking fights with the others in the 
family and in school. She gets agitated 
over every little thing. If it’s time. to 
do homework, and she doesn’t feel like 
doing it, she screams and pouts and 
makes everyone unhappy. If it’s dish- 
washing time, she gets agitated about it. 
She doesn’t want to do the dishes. If 
if it’s her turn to dry the dishes, she 
would rather.wash them. When it’s her 
turn to wash them, she would rather dry 
them. Oh, poor Agi-Tator. She gets 
agitated about one thing after the other! 

“Here is Hezi+Tator. She hesitates 
about everything. If she is supposed to 
empty the trash, she hesitates about 
doing it. She thinks she will do it later. 
If the teacher has asked her to bring 
something to school, she hesitates about 
it. So. she brings it two or three days 
late. Poor Hezi-Tator. She is most un- 
happy all of the time, because she is 
always hesitating. 

“This last one here is little Sweet- 
Tator. The whole family takes advan- 
tage of her because she is so sweet. 
She gets up the minute Mother calls her. 
She makes her bed as neatly as she can. 
She often helps the other children make 
their beds. She brushes her hair every 
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morning and every night just as she is 
supposed to do. She is at breakfast on 
time. _She is at school on time. She 
has her homework done on time. And 
whenever she is asked to do anything— 
like going to the store, or emptying the 
garbage can, or! practicing her piano— 
she does it. And amazingly enough (and 
best of all!) she does it cheerfully. No 
wonder she is known as a Sweet-Tator.” 


The Baker children did not say a. word. 
Each of them had his own thoughts 
about the many times they had been 
like most of the Tator family, and how 
very few times they had been like 
Sweet-Tator, 

“Everyone has to work,” Mother con- 
tinued. “It is God’s plan and His com- 
mand. Not to work, and not to do it 
cheerfully, grieves God-very much. If 
it is schoolwork, we should do it en- 
thusiastically and the very best we can. 
If it is work at home, we should do pur 
share—and even more than our share, 
for the sake of the Lord Jesus. Some of 
the greatest people who lived in Bible 
days were people who were hard at their 
work when God called them to work for 
Him. Moses and David and Amos were 
busy caring for their sheep. Elisha was 
plowing. James and John were busy 
fishing. This year the Bakers, I am sure, 
are going to please the Lord Jesus more 
than ever before by being willing work- 
ers in everything every day!” 

And they were! 

Teacher’s Note: This adaptation of the 
Tator Family (author unknown) can be 
made more graphic by dressing up some 
potatoes. It is simple but effective. 

This is the day you will use Lesson 11 
of the “Learning To Grow the Bible 
Way” series.1 Naaman’s little captive 
maid, as told in the lesson, beautifully 
illustrates the lesson theme: “Everyone 
Has Work To Do.” 








1 Available at Christian bookstores, or from 
International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
P.O. Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $3.10. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 687) 

1. With God (Gen. 1:1; 2:2). 

2. It added the element of toil (Gen, 
3:17-19). 

3. There is sanctuary work for the re- 
deemed. See Revelation 22:3. 

4. They were.spiritually free, but still 
socially bound. 

5. To Jook beyond their masters to 
their Master, Christ, and do their work 
as unto him (Col, 3:23). 

6. To be quiet, and work (1 Thess. 
4:11). 

7. Those who left off working, appar- 
ently in false expectation of the imme- 
diate return of Christ. 
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8. He uses’ it to describe those who 
would not work, but made themselves 
a charge on the church (2 Thess. 3:7). 


9. “That if any would not work, 
neither should he eat” (2 Thess, 3:10). 


10. The renunciation of his right to 
“live of the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14, 15). 


ELmuurst, ILL. 
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When Almost in Despajr 
(Continued from second page) 


lieve the Psalms are given to comfort 
and strengthen us, along with the rest 
of Scripture, But they seem to have a 
special quality which reaches the heart 
and lifts it toward God. Sometimes, 
when we are troubled, it is easier to 
read the Psalms than to attempt to read 
the strong doctrinal passages of the New 
Testament. You write that you are pray- 
ing and reading your Bible, but perhaps 
you have not given God enough time, at 
any one sitting, to quiet your heart. 
There is no question that God stil] loves 
you, and there are many passages of 
Scripture to prove it. For example, ‘God 
is love’ (1 John 4:8); ‘Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins’ (4:10); ‘The Lord... 
is .. . not willing that any should per- 
ish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance’ (2 Pet. 3:9); and I am sure you 
know John 3:16. You. must just stand 
on these verses and not question the fact 
that He loves you, for when you doubt 
what His Word says, be sure that is the 
Devil’s work. James says: ‘Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you’ (Jas. 
4:8). When the Lord Jesus Christ was 
so sorely tempted in the desert, He 
quoted Scripture three times and then 
the Devil left Him (Matt. 4:1-11). 
“Many of the older Christian writers 
were very frank in saying that they 
were greatly tempted with doubts, and 
yet they kept on and God blessed them 
and restored their joy in His salvation. 
Among these were William Cowper, 
writer of some of our lovely hymns; 
and Samuel Rutherford, whose letters 
have been a great blessing to me. Per- 
haps you can find an old edition of Sam- 
uel Rutherford’s letters in a library; or, 
if not, You can get a modern edition 


from the Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle 


St., Chicago 10.” 


Not long afterwards came the follow- 
ing reply from the reader: 


Your letter just received, and may 
I thank you for such a prompt reply. 

And such a letter as it is! Can I 
express to you the comfort and joy 
it gives me. If I did not weep aloud 
when I read, “There is no question 
that God still loves you.” 

I have been reading the Psalms, but 
I want to read them as you suggest. 
I hope I shall never again question 
.the fact that He loves me. . 
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Life's Compensations 
, (Continued from second page) 


intentions at a constant high level, 
shadowed your life with something like 
despair. 

So, too, this same divine law runs in 
respect to those inner, deeper experi- 
ences, which are only justified because 
of what God has set over against them, 
And how entirely they are so justified! 
For tears have cleansed our eyes from 
sin-dust; sorrows have quickened our 
intuitions and sympathies; clouds have 
brought fructifying rains upon life’s arid 
places; the setting sun has brought the 
stars into view; loss of the temporal 
has lifted our gaze to the permanent; 
the desert has become the scene of the 
Burning Bush and the Riven Rock; the 
isolation of Patmos has revealed the 
glorified Lord. 

What is the message of the Gospel? 
That over against abounding sin God has 
set abounding: grace; over against its 
wages of death He has set His gift of 
life; over against our human weakness 
He has set: His strength; over against 
our perplexities He has set His sure 
guidance; over against our difficult con- 
ditions He has set His keeping power; 
éver against life’s loneliness He has set 
His fellowship; over against our inse- 
curities and incompleteness He has set 
eternity. 

sd 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, @r. 


; Sunday, September 5 


_“A Workman That Needeth Not To Be 


Ashamed” (John 5:17; Col. 3:17, 22-24) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by 





Work, and thou wilt bless the day 
Ere the toil be done; 
They that work not cannot pray, 
Cannot feel the sun. 
—John Sullivan Dwight. 
ERE you ever tempted to think 
that life would be much more en- 
joyable if only you did not have work 
to do? Young folks especially get the 
notion, sometimes, that the chief func- 
tion of, work is to interfere with other 
things they want to do and to spoil their 
good times. Nothing can be farther 
from the truth: God designed man’s 
nature in such a way that work was to 
contribute to his happiness and enjoy- 
ment of life, and to give him a sense 
of accomplishment and co-operation with 
his Creator. 

Even in the Garden of Eden, amid the 
most ideal conditions man has ever 
known,:man was given the responsibility 
of dreséing it and keeping it (Gen. 2:15). 
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been responsible for the element of toil 
and labor being injected into work (Gen. 
3:17-19), but, even so, man is still far 
better off with work to do than to re- 
main in idleness. None are so unhappy 
as those who have nothing to do, d 
attractive though it may appear to us 
at times, unemployment would soon be- 
come boring and unbearable to any 
right-minded person, 

+ 4 

One, of the greatest contributors to a 
dislike for work is the failure to find 
and enter upon work that for one reason 
or another is suitable to an individual. 
And the reason for such failure lies in 
ignorance of or refusal tg accept the 
fact that the One who created us knows 
what will make us truly happy, and has 
mapped out for each of us a life pro- 
gram (Eph. 2:10). When we are willing 
to go to Him and ask Him to show us 
His plan, and then wholeheartedly to 
follow that plan, with His enabling, we 
shall discover not only a worth-while 
lifework, but one that will bring us real 
joy and blessing. 

But finding and entering upon God’s 
plan for us is not the whole secret to 
blessing and satisfaction in our work. 
There must be also a sincere and con- 
sistent effort on our part to perform 
faithfully and well whatever tasks come 
to us in God’s will. “Whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men” (Col. 3:23). Not every task 
in God’s plan for us will necessarily be 
pleasant. There may be some tedious 
and, humanly speaking, distasteful tasks 
that God may permit to come our way 
to teach us humility, or patience, or 
perseverance. But even such work need 
not be a burden if we do it uncomplain- 
ingly as unto Him and with His joy in 
our hearts. “He knoweth our frame” 
(Psa. 103:14), and He never permits the 
load to become more than we can bear. 
None of us could possibly be asked 


to undertake as revolting or bitter a 


work as God asked of the Lord Jesus, 
who, having no sin in Him, became our 
sinbearer so that we might go free from 
sin’s penalty and power. Yet He said, 
“My meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me, and to finish his work” (John 
4:34). “For the joy that was set before 
him” He endured the cross and despised 
the shame (Heb. 12:2). 

Can we not, then, in the far easier 
and more pleasant tasks that God sends 
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our way, and for which He supplies 
strength and ability and grace, work as 
unto Him and in His name with thank- 
fulness, not complaining or questioning, 
and thus be examples to others of hon- 
esty and diligence and a living testi- 
mony of what the grace of God can do 
in men’s hearts? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Five Crowns of Believers 
(Continued from page 685). 


seat, we shall see the result and the re- 
ward in the crown of life. Let us take 
heart, then, in heart-breaking trials, 
when heart and soul cry out for the 
living God. Some day we shall under- 
stand why the temptation was allowed 
to come, and rejoice in knowing that 
it gave us the opportunity patiently to 
endure and to obtain this glorious crown 
of iife. 

There will be a crown of righteousness 
(2 Tim, 4:8). This is to be bestowed 
upon all those who love His appearing. 
It is said that Kaiser William II of Ger- 
many, when asked if he would like Jesus 
Christ to come, said, “No!” Asked the 
reason why, he replied, “It would spoil 
all my plans.” It was not long after 
this that his plans plunged the world 
in terrible bloodshed and tears. Would 
it interfere with your plans? Do you 
love His appearing? For every faithful 
heart that lovingly looks forward to His 


appearing, there awaits the crown of 
righteousness. “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” 


There is an incorruptible crown (1 
Cor. 9:25). This is for those who win 
the heavenly race. To win that race, self 
must be conquered. The flesh must be 
mastered. The race must be.won. There 
is no cutting corners, no ignoring the 
rules of the race course. This demands 
self-control, temperance in all things, 
soberness of mind, and a stripping of 
all that hinders us—every weight, every 
unnecessary encumbrance—our vision 
must be fixed on the “author and finisher 
of our faith.” 

' (To be continued) 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handlihg costs. 








The Mysterious Numbers of the He- 
brew Kings. By Edwin R. Thiele. (Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, Chicago 37; 
$6.) Enemies of verbal inspiration have 
often pointed to the chronology of the 
Books of Kings and Chronicles as con- 
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clusive evidence that no dependence 
can be placed upon the precise words 
of the Bible. There are indeed a num- 
ber of places where the statements in 
these books about the relationships of 
the two kingdoms seem, at first sight, 
to be completely unreconcilable. A few 
years ago, any supporter of the Higher 
Criticism. would have scoffed at the idea 
that it was possible to present an inter- 
pretation that would hold that these 
figures were acually true and correct. 
The appearance of this book is striking 
evidence of the way that archaeology 
has influenced scholars, in leading them 
to greater acceptance of the accuracy 
and dependability of the historical state- 
ments of the Bible. Prof. William A. 
Irwin, of the Divinity School of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, a man whd has been 
widely known for his acceptance of de- 
structive Biblical theories, has written 
an introduction to Professor Thiele’s 
book in which he makes some remark- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


able statements. Thus he says: “Prof. 
Thiele ... has taken passages com- 
monly regarded as patent disclosures of 
carelessness, if not of ignorance, on the 
part of the Hebrew historians, and has 
shown them to be astonishingly reliable, 
It is an achievement of far-reaching 
significance. . . . It is a matter of first- 
rate importance to learn now that the 
books of Kings are reliable in precisely 
that feature which formerly excited only 
derision.” 


Professor Thiele’s book develops the- 
ories as to various chronological methods 
used by the scribes in the different 
kingdoms. Much of it is quite technical, 
and requires a great deal of careful 
study on the part of the reader. Any- 
one who is particularly interested in 
this fascinating Biblical problem will 
find the book extremely valuable. 


Christian Stewardship and Church 
Finance. By H. W. Ellis. (Zondervan 
Pub. .House, Grand Rapids ‘6, Mich., $2.) 
The Church and its work needs to be 
more adequately financed. The real 
solution to the problem of sufficient sup- 
port for the proclamation of the Gospel 
of Christ lies in the practice of Chris- 
tian stewardship as taught by the Bible. 
Dr. Ellis discusses this truth most ably 
and convincingly. He demonstrates 
clearly that man’s claim to ownership 
of the treasures of this earth is in error, 
and that God, who made all, is the 
owner of all. Man is therefore a stew- 
ard, of whom it is required that he faith- 
fully use, under God’s direction and 
for God’s glory, those things with which 
he has been entrusted. Not only money, 
but time, talent, and energy as well, 
are properly uSed only when the Lord 
is remembered and recognized, and His 
work supported. This is a practical 
book, interestingly written, and designed 
to be read with ease by the untaught 
layman. A distinctive, feature of the 
volume is the careful arrangement of 
its contents within the framework of a 
well-constructed and clearly-indicated 
outline. A Sunday school teacher, or 
a pastor, could conveniently use this as 
a textbook for a series of studies in the 
stewardship of life. Any congregation 


will prosper whose members know and 


practice the principles taught in these 
pages. 


Moses. By F. B. Meyer. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$2.50.) The words “By faith, Moses . 
might well be considered the text upon 
which the present volume (a reprint 
edition) is based. Dr. Meyer insists that 
the one and only secret to Moses’ great 
accomplishments fer God is his faith in 
God. That premise he ably substantiates 
in the twenty-eight chapters in this 
homiletical biography of “the servant of 
the Lord.” God demands faith, and it is 
the man of faith He uses and blesses, 
thoygh that man be in some way handi- 
capped, Such a man-was Moses; for, 
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and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 
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Box 3, Station A  -—S Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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He Welcomed 
The Missionaries 


this stone-age chieftain gave 


them a pig roast ... 
along the Baliem River feasted 
our party flown into Shangri-La 
in April . . . our workers visit 
in their villages ... one wis- 

_ sionary has been adopted as a 
clan brother . .. but other clas 
have threatened our men . 
these primitive people are like 
children . . . responsive to friend- 
liness yet full of superstitious 
fears .. . jealous of adjacent 
clans. . . suspicious of intruders 
... quick to attack. . . . Our 
brave little missionary patrol . . . 
pushing deep into enemy terri- 
tory ... very greatly needs God’s 
protection and your interces- 
sory prayers. 


Write for free booklets 
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“MISSIONARY VISION AND 
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while he had some naturaljendowments, 
he also had’ his faults—but, withal, he 
had the faith that pleases God. All 
the major events of Moses’ life, both 
his trials and his triumphs, are treated 
in Dr. Meyer’s classic literary style. 
Beautifully written, this sermonic story 
of a great leader teaches historical fact 
and spiritual truth in picturesque lan- 
guage and with persuasive force. Readers 
who are not yet acquainted with F. B. 
Meyer, as well as those to whom he is 
an old, familiar friend, will derive much 
Satisfaction from this skillful analysis, 
winsomely told, of the words and works 
of meek Moses. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


* 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 30 to September 5 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 34:8-13. 
Work Is Honorable. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONs: “The men did the 
work faithfully.” The record tells of 
the great and good work done for the 
house of God, and also how the work 
was performed. The manner of proce- 
dure in service for God is particularly 
noted. Little did these men realize that 
God was keeping account of their mode 
of service in His eternal Book. Do you 
remember that the “eyes of the Lord 
are in every place, beholding the evil 
and the good”? Common tasks take on 
new glory if labor be done for the glory 
of God. Pray for the missionaries work- 
ing in Mohammedan countries. 


Tues.—Proverbs 19:15-21. 
The Shame of Idleness. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “Siothfulness 
easteth into a deep sleep; and an idle 
soul shall suffer hunger.” This is true 
in moral and spiritual matters as in the 
affairs of our common life. All who 
saunter idly through life will want for 
good fruit in the day of accounts. God 
will not say, “Well done,” if you have 
not done well. Of all times, now Chris- 
tians should “awake” (Eph, 5:14). Are 
you laboring according to Colossians 
1:28, 29? Pray for God’s missionaries 
in Indochina. 


Wed.—Colossians 3:22-25. 
Conscientious Work. 


Prayer Succestions: “Not with eye- 
service, as menpleasers; but in single- 
ness of heart, fearing God.” Heed di- 
vine instruction concerning your way 
of work as an employee. Look beyond 
your boss to the Lord whose servant 
you are, and serve Him supremely while 
you attend to appointed duties. Your 
main reward comes from God, not men. 
Christian, be careful to do all things to 


glorify God. On your final pay day will 
you be glad or ashamed? Pray for the 
success of the spiritual battle for poor 
China, 


Thurs.—Nehemiah 6:1-4. 
Respect for One’s Work. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “I am doing a 
great work, so that I cannot come down: 
why should the work cease, whilst I 
leave it, and come down to you?” Every 
kind of work for Christ is great work. 
Let others know that God’s work as- 
signed to_ you cannot be neglected or 
slighted. Spurgeon said the degree, 
S.S.T.. was one of the most honorable 
in the Church of Jesus Christ. “What 
is meant by S.S.T.?” he was asked. He 
answered, “Sunday School Teacher.” Do 
you, Christian, take your work as seri- 
ously as Nehemiah did the building of 
the walls of Jerusalem? Pray for the 
missionaries attempting to evangelize the 

Moslems of Ceylon. 


Fri—Acts 9:36-42. 
Famed for. Good Works. 
PRAYER SvuccEsTIONS: “Dorcas: this 
woman was full of good works and alms- 
deeds which she did.” Here is a brief 
word about charitable Dorcas. Great 
will be her surprise in Heaven when 
fruits appear from her good example! 
Heaven will have surprises for you, too, 
if you quietly do good deeds for others 
in the name of your Lord. Does the 
Lord see you doing good to His people? 
Pray for the evangelical work in Italy. 


Sat.—P%alm 90:12-17. Work That Endures. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let thy work ap- 
pear unto thy servants, and thy glory 
unto their children. And let the beauty 
of the Lord our God be upon us: and 
establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us; yea, the work of our hands 
establish thou it.” Moses understood the 
secret of revival. He prayed, and taught 
Israel to pray for the reappearance of 
a work of God. He was also practical 
in prayer. He knew a work of God was 
the first necessity, and that the works 
of His people had a part in advancing 
God’s work. Do you pray for a new 
work of God among His people, today? 
Pray for God’s blessing upon evangelism 
in France. 


Sun.—Proverbs 10:1-5. 
Rewards of Work. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He becometh 


rich.” 


hand. Labor has rewards for the wisét: 


and faithful, even in this life, but how Yo } 


much more in the life to come. They 
will be rewarded to God’s people. 
Even cup of cold water are rewarded. - 
Do your best for God and man, and - 
do as much as.ever you can. Pray for 
God’s faithful servants in East Ger- 


many, 


= 

poor that dealeth with¥ayglack hand: 5 
butythe hand of the aig maketh © 
Fruits of labor ¢ 1 ie 
diligent. This is apparent “on eve ve 


we 
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